[Evaluation of surfactant administration in neonates with respiratory distress syndrome. III. The role of intra-uterine stimulation on lung maturity].
Prenatal corticosteroids and exogenous surfactant therapy independently reduce the adds of neonatal death by about 40%. It is not clear however if babies who develop RDS despite prenatal corticosteroid therapy behave differently when later given exogenous surfactant. This paper presents an evaluation of the outcome of babies treated with Curosurf (a porcine surfactant) for RDS depending upon whether they received prenatal corticosteroids (16 babies) or not (11 babies). Although not randomised these two groups of babies appear to be similar in respect of gestational age. However, lower mortality was found in the group treated with prenatal corticosteroids (12.5% vs. 27.2%).